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As a parent, you are a vital member of the committee on special education (CSE) or 
committee on preschool special education (CPSE) in New York State.  The CSE/CPSE 
is responsible for developing recommendations for special education programs and 
services for your child.  You must be given opportunities to participate in the CSE/CPSE 
discussion and decision-making process about your child’s needs for special education.  
The following information concerns procedural safeguards that are your legal rights under 
federal and State laws to be informed about and involved in the special education process 
and to make sure that your child receives a free appropriate public education (FAPE). 
 
A copy of this procedural safeguards notice must be provided to you one time a year and: 
• upon initial referral or your request for an evaluation of your child. 
• whenever you request a copy. 
• upon receipt of the first due process complaint in a school year requesting mediation 

or an impartial hearing. 
• the first time in a school year when the school district receives a copy of a State 

complaint that you submitted to the New York State Education Department (NYSED). 
• when a decision is made to suspend or remove your child for discipline reasons that 

would result in a disciplinary change in placement. 
 
The Procedural Safeguards Notice has been adapted from the model form developed by 
the United States Department of Education (USDE).  Information was added regarding 
New York State’s requirements. 
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Your withdrawal of consent does not negate (undo) an action that has occurred after you 
gave your consent and before you withdrew it. 

PARENTAL CONSENT 
34 CFR section 300.300; 8 NYCRR sections 200.5(a) and (b) 

Consent for initial evaluation 
Your school district cannot conduct an initial evaluation of your child to determine whether 
your child is eligible under Part B of IDEA to receive special education and related 
services without first providing you with prior written notice of the proposed action and 
without obtaining your consent as described under the heading Parental Consent.  
Your school district must make reasonable efforts to obtain your informed consent for an 
initial evaluation to decide whether your child is a child with a disability. 
Your consent for initial evaluation does not mean that you have also given your consent 
for the school district to start providing special education and related services to your 
child. 
If your child is enrolled in public school or you are seeking to enroll your child in a public 
school and you have refused to provide consent or failed to respond to a request to 
provide consent for an initial evaluation and your child is school-age, your school district 
may, but is not required to, seek to conduct an initial evaluation of your child by utilizing 
mediation or due process complaint, resolution meeting, and impartial due process 
hearing procedures.  Your school district will not violate its obligations to locate, identify 
and evaluate your child if it does not pursue an evaluation of your child in these 
circumstances and your child can not receive special education services even if he/she 
would have been eligible. 
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Parental consent for services 
Your school district must obtain your informed consent before providing special education 
and related services to your child for the first time.  The school district must make 
reasonable efforts to obtain your informed consent before providing special education 
and related services to your child for the first time. 
If you do not respond to a request to provide your consent for your child to receive special 
education and related services for the first time, or if you refuse to give such consent, 
your school district may not use due process procedures (i.e., mediation, resolution 
meeting, or an impartial due process hearing) in order to obtain agreement or a ruling that 
the special education and related services (recommended by your child's CSE or CPSE) 
may be provided to your child without your consent. 
If you refuse to give your consent for your child to receive special education and related 
services for the first time, or if you do not respond to a request to provide such consent 
and the school district does not provide your child with the special education and related 
services for which it sought your consent, your school district: 
1. is not in violation of the requirement to make FAPE available to your child for its failure 

to provide those services to your child; and 
2. is not required to have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting or develop 

an IEP for your child for the special education and related services for which your 
consent was requested. 

Revocation of parental consent 
If you inform the school district in writing that you revoke (take back) your consent for your 
school district to provide special education and related services to your child, your school 
district: 
1. may not continue to provide special education and related services to your child; 
2. may not use due process procedures (i.e., mediation, resolution meeting, or an 

impartial due process hearing) in order to obtain agreement or a ruling that the 
services may be provided to your child; 

3. is not in violation of the requirement to make FAPE available to your child for its failure 
to provide further special education and related services to your child; 

4. is not required to have an IEP meeting or develop an IEP for your child for the further 
provision of special education and related services; and 

5. is not required to amend your child’s education records to remove any reference to 
your child’s receipt of special education and related services because of the 
revocation of consent. 
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